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Abstract

The history of the significance of clothing dates back to the formation of human societies.
When individuals began to wear clothes for protection, the form of clothing changed and
evolved over time due to social, cultural, and geographical factors. As a result, each ethnic
group developed its own unigue form of clothing, which became a representation of their
cultural beliefs, customs, and identity. Two of the most prominent Iranian ethnic groups are
the Bakhtiari and Qashqai. Therefore, the purpose of this research is to identify the formal
components of traditional clothing for Bakhtiari women and then compare them with the
characteristics of the traditional clothing of Qashqgai women, in order to find their similarities
and differences and ultimately, to develop a theoretical understanding of the traditional
clothing of Iranian ethnic groups. The research questions are: What are the similarities and
differences in the formal clothing of Bakhtiari and Qashgai women? What are the reasons
and aspects of the similarities and differences in the traditional clothing forms of Bakhtiari
and Qashgai women? What are the advantages of the traditional clothing form of Bakhtiari
women compared to that of Qashgai women? The comparative research method is a
gualitative method with a text-to-text structural order. Data was collected through library and
field research, and the research population includes all textual and visual documents that
cover the research topic. Sampling from these documents was purposive until information
saturation was reached. Based on the findings and results of the research, an examination of
the clothing forms of Bakhtiari and Qashgai women reveals that while the head coverings
differ in terms of form and components, the body and foot coverings follow a similar form
and pattern. These characteristics indicate deep cultural interactions and exchanges in a
shared geographical area between these two tribes.
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