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Abstract:

In his theoretical and personal approach, Hannibal Alkhas has tended to express in its
general sense or a range of expressionism (as a style), symbolism and neo-realism. He
creates new works of art with mythological features by adapting ancient stories and myths or
by changing the fundamental themes of myths and historical elements. Hannibal Alkhas has
always tried to use the artistic heritage of his people in a modern format due to his belonging
to the Assyrian culture, and at the same time, use different Iranian and Western sources and
schools in his work. By introducing a new understanding of the concept of text, intertextual
thinkers declared that no text is self-sufficient and every text is both an intertext of previous
texts and an intertext for oncoming texts at the same time. With the expansion of the concept
of text, texts other than writing, such as visual arts and painting, are considered as text.
Since contemporary painting constantly relies on recognizable images from the bygone
classical paintings, the question that arises is what kind of intertextual role has Alkhas’s
cultural context on the meaningfulnesss of his works? And how has Hannibal caused the
passing from sign to text with companion relationships. It is assumed that Hannnibal’s
paintings are also based on the past pictorial texts, mixed, and an intertextual of cultural
texts. In this article, the descriptive-analytical method and in particular the interpretation of
intertextuality by Julia Kristeva and Roland Barthes have been used to read the paintings.
The results of this research show that Alkhas’s paintings have a kind of figurative narration
and his thought is rooted in Assyrian culture and different themes taken from previous texts
based on a co-attendance relationship form the text of his work. Numerous themes in these
works have produced implicit meanings due to the interaction and intertextual relations.
These meanings are different in each reading, which is the Barthes’s meaning creation.
These visual themes, along with Alkhas'’s special style, narrate semantics such as inducing a
sense of anxiety and worry about fate with the passage of history and the change of religions
and cultures in the contemporary era.
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