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Abstract 
The Hazrat Masoumeh Museum, located adjacent to significant religious shrines, occupies a critical 
position in the preservation and exhibition of Iranôs historical and cultural heritage. The museumôs 
collection encompasses a diverse array of artifacts, including manuscripts, ceramics, wooden objects, 
and various forms of decorative arts originating from multiple historical periods. Among these, the 
wooden artifactsðspecifically eight doors and a wooden sarcophagusðare distinguished by their 
intricate ornamentation and sophisticated compositional structures. The decorative motifs on these 
objects include geometric patterns, calligraphic inscriptions, arabesque (eslimi), and floral (khatayi) 
designs. These motifs are realized through an array of specialized techniques such as carving, 
marquetry, inlay, Jovavk, latticework (gerehchini), and engraving, which collectively exemplify the 
high level of craftsmanship characteristic of Iranian-Islamic art traditions. This study undertakes a 
formal and technical analysis of the aforementioned wooden doors and sarcophagus from the Hazrat 
Masoumeh Museum collection, with the primary objective of classifying the motifs and execution 
techniques and elucidating the underlying principles governing their design. The impetus for this 
research stems from the necessity to introduce and critically examine the wooden artifacts preserved 
within the museum, with particular attention to their artistic, cultural, and religious significance. The 
research question guiding this inquiry concerns the foundational logic underpinning the selection and 
application of motifs and techniques in the design of these doors. Methodologically, the study adopts a 
fundamental descriptive-analytical approach, supplemented by documentary research and field 
investigation to collect comprehensive data. The wooden doors are conceptualized as living 
documents that embody the intersection of structural form, symbolic meaning, and religious ideology 
within Islamic art. This research contributes novel insights by applying a structuralist framework to 
the analysis of the museumôs wooden doors, emphasizing the interrelation of form, technique, and 
meaning in these artifacts. Through a structural and comparative analytical lens, the study identifies 
and explicates the aesthetic and semantic paradigms inherent in the wooden works. It further 
investigates shared workshop traditions and artisanal lineages in the production of religious doors 
during the Safavid and Qajar periods, thereby situating these artifacts within broader historical and 
cultural contexts. The analysis reveals that the design of form, the execution of technique, and the 
selection of inscribed themes are undertaken with systematic intentionality, reflecting a coherent 
integration of visual and semantic elements. This coherence manifests not only at an aesthetic level 
but also at a semantic and theological dimension, underscoring the sacred conceptualization of 
religious spaces and their ornamentation. The doors are characterized by a sophisticated interplay of 
artistic finesse and layered symbolic content. The inscriptions predominantly comprise Quranic verses 
and religious themes such as Ashura poetry, pilgrimage supplications, divine mercy, paradise, 
resurrection, the names and attributes of God, and the names of the Twelve Imams. Additional 
inscriptions include the names of craftsmen, patrons, calligraphers, and Safavid monarchs, situating 
the objects within a network of historical agency. Geographically, most doors were produced in 
prominent artistic centers such as Isfahan and Shiraz. Technically, doors numbered 1, 2, and 7 
prominently feature carved wood techniques, which are also applied in the inscriptions on door 5 and 
the sarcophagus of Shah Safi. In contrast, other doors utilize marquetry techniques, incorporating 
white bone inlays against ebony backgrounds. The formal and technical affinities among these doors 
and comparable artifacts in other religious contexts suggest the emergence of distinct workshop 
traditions or artistic schools dedicated to the production of religious doors during the Safavid and 
Qajar eras. The studyôs findings underscore the symbolic and functional significance of these doors 
within the spatial and ritual organization of sacred environments. By integrating structural, semantic, 
and cultural-religious analyses, this research transcends mere descriptive accounts, providing a 
nuanced understanding of the doors as complex semiotic systems integral to the architectural and 
spiritual fabric of Islamic sacred spaces. 
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 ôĊÝwúÅvĂí ¹Āz ½¹  ówÅ4-0 ăL wz ĈývĀĉv Iç)   

ĈÉwí ā¿ÿ¾Ċå ÿ ç¾Þù ćwă÷wå ºþ¤·wÅ ĈĉwÑ½$üÉÿºý I

,.43 54-Ăz ûwĉĀæÍ ¡wùvºév üĉ¾¤ÊĊz )# yă¼ù ôĊõ¹

 ½v¾é Ă«Ā£ ¹½Āù ÈĊ~ ¿v ÈĊz øé ¾ĄÉ Ăí ¹Āz ĂÞĊÉ

z )¢å¾ñĂāwÉ Ăí ć½ĀÕ  ûwăwÉ ĂĊöí ÿ óÿv Ãw{Ý

āwÉ Ăöú« ¿v ćĀæÍ ûwúĊöÅ āwÉ I÷ÿ¹ Ãw{Ý āwÉ IĈæÍ

 üå¹ ô´ù ćv¾z v½ ¾ĄÖù ÷¾³ IüĊÆ³ ûwÖöÅ āwÉ ÿ

 ¡wĄ«Ā£ ûj ½wþí ½¹ ÿ ôùwÝ üĉv ºý¹Āúý xw¸¤ýv ¹Ā·

 ûj ½¹ ÷¾³ ¾z ºþúÉ¿½v ½w§j ÿ wăwþz ¾ĄÉ üĉv Ăz ĈÅwĊÅ

ºĉ¹¾ñ ā¹ÿÀåv ûwù¿ $Ĉùwùv ÿ ½vºîþzºĊÅĂÞú« I,.42 5

-- ûwù¿ ½¹ ćºÞz ā½ÿ¹ ½¹ )#ĈöÞ´¤åāwÉ  ¿v Ăí ½w«wé

 ówÅ,-,.  w£,-,3ï½Àz ĂÅ½ºù I  ĂĊÒĊå ĂÅ½ºù$

wæÊõv½v¹ ÿ #ĈýĀþíi  ÷¾³ ĂÝĀú¬ù Ăz Ă¤Åºöñ ÿ¹ ÀĊý ÿ 

        ºý¹¾í ĂåwÑv èĊ¤Ý ü´Í ûvĀĉv  ćÿ½ ¾z

ĈÅ½ºù$ IĈĉw{Õw{Õ,.0+ 5,-0 )# ¿v ć½wĊÆz ½¹

Ăùwý¾æÅ¹ Ûv¾¤·v ¿v ÈĊ~ ćwăĈñÂĉÿ IüĊz½ÿ ćwă

āºÉ Ì¸Êù ć¿wÅ¾ĉĀÎ£ wz ÷¾³ ć½wúÞù èýÿ½ wz )ºýv

¢ĊÞéĀù IĈÅwîÝ āv½  ½w«wé ûwăwÉ ĂéĒÝ ÿ øé ć½w¬£

¡½wĉ¿ Ăz ¢{§ ¦Ýwz ĈÅwîÝ Ăå¾³ ÿ ¹ºÞ¤ù ¾ĉÿwÎ£  ¿v

 ÷¾³ºÉ  ¾ĉĀÎ£$, )# ¹Ā· Ăùwý¾æÅ ½¹ ÀĊý û¹½wÉ

$,+0- ÷) ôùwÉ Iā¾{êù Ĉ{þ« ćwăwÒå ¿v ½ÿv¾ñ ÿ¹ #

āwÉ ā¾{êùāwÉ ÿ ĈæÍ āv¾úă Ăí ā¹¾í Ătv½v I÷ÿ¹ Ãw{Ý

¢Åv ć¾ĉĀÎ£ èĊé¹ ¡w´ĊÑĀ£ wz  5ûwúă$44# ¾ĉĀÎ£$ 

-)# āwÉ ā¾{êù ówúÉ ½¹ ÿ ÷¾³ Ăýwý¿ È¸z ½¹ ĈæÍ

āwÉ ā¾{êù Ĉé¾É ½wĄ¯ ćv½v¹ ÿ Ă¤Év¹ ½v¾é ÷ÿ¹ Ãw{Ý

ì{Êù ć½¹ Ăöú« ¿v I½¹wíć½ ćĀñ ÿ Ĉ¬ý¾z āºÉ ½v¹

¢Åv ā¹Āz  ÿ ½vºîþzºĊÅ$÷wùvĂÞú« I,.42 5-1 )# üĉv

ĈöÞ´¤å ûwù¿ ½¹ ā¾{êù çÿºþÍ ÿ yĉ¾¸£ ½w«wé āwÉ

¢Z{þùø£w· ÿ ć½wíĂ{Ċ¤í wz ûj ć½wí ¦ö§ Ô· Ăz ćv

v wÑ½ºú´ùºĉ¹¾ñ ôê¤þù Ăýw¤Åj ā¿Āù Ăz Ĉùwù  5ûwúă$

-2 )#ÀĊý ûj ćwă½¹ ¿v ĈîĉI  ówÅ ½¹,.0, ăL Ç) Ăz

¢åwĉ ówê¤ýv Ăýw¤Åj ā¿Āù  ¾ĉĀÎ£$2  óÿº« ¿v,#) 

ĉĀÎ£ ¾,( ćĀöĄ~ ā½ÿ¹ ôĉvÿv ÿ ½w«wé ā½ÿ¹ ¾·vÿv ½¹ ĂùĀÎÞù ¡¾Ò³ ÷¾³ ćwăwþz ĂÝĀú¬ù ĈÖ· ±¾Õ ÿ ûĒ~) 5Ü{þù  IĈÞé¾z$,.,2 510# 
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 ¾ĉĀÎ£-( āwÉ ā¾{êù Ăz ÓĀz¾ù ¢Åv½ ¢úÅ ¾ĉĀÎ£ û¹½wÉ ÔÅĀ£ ÷¾³ Ĉö·v¹ ćwÒå ¿v ć¾ĉÿwÎ£÷ÿ¹ Ãw{Ý āwÉ ā¾{êù }¯ ¢úÅ ÿ ĈæÍ)  

5Ü{þù  Iû¹½wÉ$,131 5..-# 

ĂùĀÎÞù ¡¾Ò³ ā¿Āù #Ã$ 

Ăz øé ûw¤Åv Ĉ£½wĉ¿ ć¾òÉ¹¾ñ yÖé üĊùÿ¹ ûvĀþÝ

¼ù Àív¾ù wz I½ĀÊí Ă¤·wþÉ ¹Ā· Ĉòþă¾å ÿ Ĉ{ă  

āºÉ¢Åv ā¹vÀöñwzwz$ć½w¯ I,/+.5 .3 )#ā¿Āù ĂÞÅĀ£ Iwă

 ā¿Āù Ăöú« ¿v ā¿Āù ÷wý wz Ăí Ăýw¤ÅjĂùĀÎÞù ¡¾Ò³ 

 #Ã$Ĉù Ă¤·wþÉ ¹ĀÉ ówÅ ½¹,.,/ ăL ÄĊÅm£ Ç)

āºÉĈýv¾ĉv ¾þă ÿ ðþă¾å Ĉå¾Þù Ăz I(  ìúí ĈùĒÅv

Ĉù ćwă½¹ ºþýwù ĈÝĀþ¤ù ¾·wå ½w§j ā¿Āù üĉv )ºþí

ÿ¾ÍwÞù w£ ĂĉĀæÍ ā½ÿ¹ ¿v ÷¾³ ć¹ÿ½  ¾ĉĀÎ£$.# I

ĈÉwí ĈÖ· ¶Æý ÿ Ĉúĉºé ćwă ôĊ{é üĉv ¿v ć¹½vĀù ÿ

ā¹v¹ ćw« ¹Ā· ½¹ v½¢Åv)  I½¹½¹ IĈùĒÅv ć½wúÞù 

Ĉù xĀÆ´ù wăwþz Ĉùwú£ ë¾¤Êù ĈñÂĉÿ ºĉwz Ăí ¹ĀÉ

ûj ûÿ½¹ )ºÉwz ûwùv ½¹ ûÿ¾Ċz ćwáĀá ¿v wă wă½¹

ĂzìĊþî£ wz ć¾þă ½w§j ûvĀþÝ ćwă ćÀöå ÿ ĈzĀ¯

āÂĉÿ ¢Ċúăvºý½v¹ ćv Ĉýwĉÿwí$ćÿ¾Æ· ÿ Àĉ¾å IøtvÂĊz

,/+- 512#) 

 
 ¾ĉĀÎ£.(  ā¿ĀùĂýw¤ÅjĈzĀ¯ ćwă¾þă È¸z I) 5Ü{þù )URL: 1( 

½w§j Ĉå¾Þù 

½¹ Ĉå¾Þù JĂýw¤Åj ā¿Āù ćwă ½w§j Ăí ¢Åv ¾í» Ăz ÷¿đ

ĂÊĊÉ üĉ¾¤ĉÿ ¢Ê~ ā¿Āù ½¹ ¹Ā«Āù ĈzĀ¯ ÿ ā¹Āz ćv

Ă¤åwĉ ÷w¬ýv Ĉ¤¸Å Ăz ûj ¿v ĈÅwîÝ)¢Åv 

 ìĉ ā½wúÉ ½¹ 

¢{þù ĈzĀ¯ Ăòþõ ìĉ ½¹ ĂĉĀæÍ ā½ÿ¹ ½w§j ¿v āºÉ ć½wí

 û¾é,, ăL) ¹wÞzv ½¹ Iç0+%,/3Ĉ¤ýwÅ ā½wúÉ wz I¾¤ù

-00 āºĊÅ½ ¢{§ Ăz ā¿Āù ½¹¢Åv½¹ üĉv ) ½v¹ćv 

¢{þù ¡wþĊĉÀ£ā¾ñ ÿ ć½wíĂz ĈþĊ¯ øÚþù ówîÉv ¡½ĀÍ

¢Åv ĈÅºþă  ¾ĉĀÎ£$/  óÿº« ¿v, ¡wúĊÆê£ )# ¡½ĀÍ

½¹ üĉv ćÿ½ ¾z Ă¤å¾ñ Ăz Ăí ā¹Āz Ă´æÍ ÿ xwé ¡½ĀÍ

Üz¾ù ÿ¹ üĊz wù ½¹ ôĊÖ¤Æù ìĉ  ÿ đwz ½¹ Ăîþ£ wĉ

Ă¤å¾ñ ½v¾é Ă´æÍ üĊĉw~ā¾ñ ¢Åv <ĂÆúÉ ÿ ÈÉ ; ½¹

Ăîþ£Çÿ½ Ăz wă <õ ÿ ¢õjÔê ;ā¿ ô·v¹ ÿ āºÉ ĈÊí

Ôêõ¢õj Ăí wă IĈýđĀÕ ÈÉ Iºþ£ ĂÆúÉ ûĀ¯ Ĉĉwă

Ăé¾£ ÿ ìýĀzwÍ ðý¾îĉ xĀ¯ ¿v ¡wþĊĉÀ£ ûÿºz ā¹Āz wă

ā½wþí Ăí¢õj ćwăĈù ā¹½Ā· ¶~ wă āºÉ üĉÀòĉw« IºÉwz

¢Åv  ¾ĉĀÎ£$,/)# 

 ½¹ Ôêå ÿ āºÊý v¾«v Ĉöùwí ā¾ñ ĈöĊÖ¤Æù xwé ½¹

z ć¿Āõ ÿ¹ yĊí¾£Ă ¢õj āºĊÅ½ øăă ÿ¹ IĂé¾£ ûĀ¯ Ĉĉw

ĈöÅ øă Ăz Ăé¾£ ÿ¹ ÿ ĈÞöÑ ªþ~ IĈÞöÑ ÈÉ I

ć¿Āõ Àí¾ù ½¹ āºĊ{Æ¯Ĉù āºĉ¹ wă È¸z üĉv ½¹ ¹ĀÉ
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¢õj ô·v¹ ½¹ Ôêåāºþí ĈöÅ ćwă Ă¤å¾ñ ¡½ĀÍ ć½wí

 ±¾É Ăz ¾ÞÉ ćvĀ¤´ù wz ÿ èĊöÞ¤Æý Ô· wz ć½wÞÉv Ăí

Ĉù ôĉ»)ºÉwz  

  ÷wâĊ~ ìöå yýw« ¿v ºùj             Ąz ±w¤æù üĉv÷wêù Ă¤É¾å ¾ 

 ¢·wÅ ½¹ wÒå ûÿ½¹ ûwþ¯ ºÉ     ÷ĒÅ ºþþí ÿ½¹ ìĉĒù Ăí 

         ¹ĀþÉĀ· ¹Āz ûwñºþz ¿v ¹Àĉv        ÷wĊé ºþþí ÿ½¹ ¢õwÖz 

 óÿº«,( ½¹ yĊ£¾£çÿºþÍ ÿ wă¾{é) 5Ü{þù #ûwñºý½wòý$

   
 ¾ĉĀÎ£/(  ā½wúÉ ½¹,  ¾ĉĀÎ£0(  ā½wúÉ ½¹-  ¾ĉĀÎ£1(  ā½wúÉ ½¹. 

   

£ ¾ĉĀÎ2(  ā½wúÉ ½¹/  ¾ĉĀÎ£3(  ā½wúÉ ½¹0  ¾ĉĀÎ£4(  ā½wúÉ ½¹1 

  
 ¾ĉĀÎ£,+(  ā½wúÉ ½¹2  ¾ĉĀÎ£,,(  ā½wúÉ ½¹3 



 

 

Ă
ù
w
þ
ö
Î
å

 
w
ă
¾
þ
ă

ć 
¹
¾
z
½
w
í

ć
 

ā
½
ÿ
¹

 
ø
Ê
É

I 
ā
½
w
ú
É

 ,I z
½
w
Ą

 0
,
/
+

 
79

 

 
 ¾ĉĀÎ£,-( çÿºþÍāwÉ ¾{éĈæÍ 

Ă{Ċ¤í Ă´æÍ ½ÿ¹ w£½ÿ¹ ¡wĉj ¶Æý Ô· wz ćv,  w£,1 

āºþí Çÿ½ Ăz Ă{Ċ¤í üĉv ¹½v¹¾z ½¹ v½ ²¤å ā½ĀÅ Ić½wí

 ÿ Ă¯½w îĉ xĀ¯ ćÿ½āĀĄéðý½ ćv Mđwú¤³v$  wz #ôåĀå

āºÉ v¾«v ¦ö§ Ô·¢Åv  ¾ĉĀÎ£$,.)# 

 
 ¾ĉĀÎ£,.( èĊöÞ¤Æý ÿ ¦ö§ Ô· Ăz ½¹ ćÿ½ Ă{Ċ¤í)            

5Ü{þù #ûwñºý½wòý$ 

 
 ¾ĉĀÎ£,/(  ā¾ñ ĈÖ· ±¾Õ ÿ ¾ĉĀÎ£ <ĂÆúÉ ÿ ÈÉ ; xwé ½¹

ĈÞz¾ù) 5Ü{þù #ûwñºý½wòý$ 

ÿ¹ ā½wúÉ ½¹ 

ă ¡wþĊĉÀ£ wz ĈzĀ¯ Ăòþõ ÿ¹ ½¹ ā½ÿ¹ Ăz ÓĀz¾ù ĈÅºþ

 ówÅ ĂĉĀæÍ,+/0 ăLç) I<z Ăć¹wú« Ĉå ¶ĉ½w£ óÿđv 

 

 

 

 ĂþÅäévÿ üĊÞz½v ÿ Äú· ; ¾§v üĉv ¹wÞzv )¢Åv

,+3%,30 Ĉ¤ýwÅ ā¿Āù ½¹ ¾§v ¢{§ ā½wúÉ ÿ ā¹Āz ¾¤ù

-22 Ĉù½¹ üĉv äévÿ )ºÉwz < üz øĊăv¾zv ;))) ćv¾z Ăí

 vºăv v½ ûj ā¹vÀùwùvā¹¾í¢Åv Ô· Ăz Ĉýj¾é Ă{Ċ¤í )

ā½ĀÅ ćÿw³ ÿ ¶ÆýĈýj¾é ćwă  IºĊ³Ā£ IÃwý Ièöå$

Ăĉj I¾§ĀíĈù #¾Îý ā½ĀÅ ÿ ĈÅ¾îõvºÉwz  ¾ĉĀÎ£$,4 )#

ā¾ñ wz ÿ ā¹Āz Ă´æÍ ÿ xwé ½¹ üĉv ¡wúĊÆê£ < ½wĄ¯

ôé ;Ă¤åwĉ üĊĉÀ£¢Åv  ¾ĉĀÎ£$,0 üĊz wù üĊþ°úă )#

xwé Ĉùwú£Ă{Ċ¤í ¿v ôĊÖ¤Æù ÿ Üz¾ù ćwă Ô· Ăz ćv

ā½wþí ½¹ ¶Æý½¹ ÿ ½wí ćwă  Ô· ¿v ćÀí¾ù ¢úÆé

ā¹¾z ā¾Ąz ÀĊý èĊöÞ¤Æý ÿ¹ ¿v Ăí ā¹¾{ùwý ā¾ñ ½¹ )ºýv

¢õj ô·v¹ ¢úÆé ½¹ Ă¤åwĉ ôĊîÊ£ ĈöÅ ÿ Üz¾ù ¢õj wă

 Ăþĉ¾é ĈÅºþă ±¾Õ ìĉ Ăí ć½v¾î£ Èêý ìĉ ¿v wĄþ£

Üz¾ù ½¹ĈöÅ ½¹ ĈúĊöÅv Èêý ìĉ ÿ wă ā¹wæ¤Åv wă

āºÉ¢Åv  ¾ĉĀÎ£$,1z xĀ¯ ðý½ )#Ă ćÿ½ ¾z Ă¤å½½wí

¹ üĉvāĀĄé ðý½ ÿ¹ ¿v ½üÉÿ½ ÿ #ôåĀå$ ā¾Ċ£ ćv 

MvºÞz Ăí ¹wÊúÉ$ āºÉ ðý½ ûj ćÿ½Ĉù #¢Åv )ºÉwz

āºþíz È¸z üĉv ć½wíĂā¾ñ ÿ ¢¸£ ¡½ĀÍ Ăz ûj ĈþĊ¯

 Çÿ½<Ôêõ ÿ ¢õj ;āºÉ v¾«v ĈþĊĉÀ£ ĂĊÉw³ ìĉ )¢Åv

āºþí Çÿ½ Ăz ĈÞz¾ù xwé üĊĉw~ ÿ đwz ½¹ āºĉ¹ ć½wí

Ĉù¹ĀÉ  ¾ĉĀÎ£$,3¹ āºý¿wÅ ÷wý )#½ < üz ĈöÝ ¹w¤Åv

ûw¸ĊöÝºú´ù ;¢õj ¿v Ĉîĉ ćÿ½ ¾z Üz¾ù ½¹ ĈöÅ ćwă

ôzwé ĈþĊĉw~¢Åv āºăwÊù  ¾ĉĀÎ£$,2)# 

 

 

 

 


