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Abstract:

Among the historical objects of Iran in the medieval Islamic period, there are unknown objects
in terms of their function and reasons of construction, which were called “model houses” by
Western archaeologists based on their appearance. Although in the last decade, efforts have
been made by researchers and antiquities experts in the prestigious museums of the world
to find out the essence of these objects, but so far no convincing and logical proposition
has been presented in this regard. The most important goal of this research is to collect and
classify the available examples of these objects, because in previous researches and writings
about the art of Iran in the middle centuries, these objects have always been mentioned as
a secondary and less important topic in the Seljuk period pottery and they have not been
specifically studied. Irwin Panofsky’s iconography method can be considered as a logical and
useful method according to its capabilities in understanding visual works, which in the form
of a coherent system on three levels, has made it possible to approach the understanding of the
work of art. at the first, this article seeks to find out whether Erwin Panofsky’s method in art
historiography studies can be used in the reading of these works. And secondly, is it possible
to find a way to understand the meaning of these objects by using it? For this purpose, by
using the analytical descriptive method based on Panofsky’s theory and collecting data from
prestigious museums and collections, an attempt was made to come closer to understanding
these objects by presenting a coherent and organized classification. The result of this research
shows that Panofsky’s method can be useful in studying the visual aspects of these works in
the pre-iconography stage due to its codified structure and in the stage of iconography, it seems
to be effective in knowing the objective concepts and their expressive meanings because the
said objects have narrative characteristics.

Keywords: The so-called House Model Pottery, Iran, Medieval Ara, Study of Iconography.
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Abstract:

Historic urban fabrics, as integral parts of cities with rich historical and cultural backgrounds,
embody undeniable physical and architectural values and reflect the social identity of their
inhabitants. However, due to urbanization processes and the subsequent concentration of
population and activities in city centers over recent decades, these fabrics have experienced
physical, economic, and social decline. Over time, this has led to a loss of vitality and livability
in historic districts, rendering them unable to meet the needs of modern urban communities.
This research aims to investigate and enhance the livability of the historic district of Semnan.
Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, the study extracted indicators and sub-indicators
related to the concept of livability through a review of relevant literature. Based on these
indicators, research questions were formulated. In-depth interviews with 18 residents of the
historic district were conducted until theoretical saturation was reached to gather data for
analysis. Utilizing a grounded theory approach and conducting three stages of coding (open,
axial, and selective), final categories were extracted and placed within the framework of
causal conditions, contextual conditions, intervening conditions, interactions/strategies, and
consequences. A paradigmatic model of grounded theory was presented, and a final theory for
enhancing livability in the historic district of Semnan was developed. The findings indicate
that providing equitable distribution of services, promoting mixed-use development, ensuring
security in public spaces, modernizing the old fabric with new and compatible uses, fostering
a sense of identity and belonging, managing construction activities, and gaining the trust and
participation of residents are among the most important strategies for mitigating the challenges
faced by historic districts and increasing their livability.
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Abstract:

Cinema started with short films, but the early short films did not have a specific goal or approach,
but were an experimental process. This kind of filmmaking was initially constrained by the many
equipment, production and distribution, the ignorance and non-recognition of the grammar of
cinema and the main elements of film, including the script and the director, which were in the
experimental and experimental phase. But gradually, with the development of the language of
this artistic medium and the addition of sound to the image, views on short film changed. Little
by little, the short film gained a special impact and realized that, as an art in its own right, it
should use different approaches to attract the audience’s attention. Nowadays, this type of film
is no longer used to fill the breaks of feature films or productions dealing with financial poverty
and lack of audience attention, and it has a special place and countless viewers in production
and broadcasting. Today’s short film has passed its transitional phase and knowledge, technical
and technological inability play a lesser role in its productions. The short film occupies a unique
position in most media such as cinema, television, virtual space and online, for several reasons:
It condenses the narrative, avoids common stereotypes and breaks with repetitive formats,
creates excitement and appeal, and is independent. It should be noted that film production in
Iran started less than a decade late and almost as much as in many advanced countries. The
experience of making short films emerged first at the court of the Qajar kings and then in the
time of Reza Shah and his son, with approaches from the fields of leisure, propaganda, culture,
experimentation and education, and gradually took on a public and state aspect. This process
has continued after the Islamic revolution, which includes a large amount of film productions
before and after the revolution in Iran. Filmmakers such as Forough Farrokhzad, Nasser Taqvai,
Ebrahim Golestan, Masoud Kimiayi, etc. are examples of this trend of filmmaking. Today,
the short film is out of the amateur format and has a professional nature, which is made with
different educational, promotional, artistic and political approaches and with a specific purpose
to attract the audience. Research in the field of short film can play a strategic role in raising
awareness among filmmakers, critics and audiences, but despite the large number of short film
productions in Iran, there is little research in this field. The current research has been done with
a practical purpose and relying on the existing shortcomings in the field of analyzing the role
of short films in Iran and determining the extent of its resonance with the audience. The result
shows that the short film in Iran has two types of dedicated audiences with an artistic approach
who follow the works in festivals and general audiences with different political, religious and
advertising approaches. For the general audience, the type of media, be it television, network or
cinema, does not make much difference.

Keywords: Audience, Short Film, Iranian Cinema, Narrative, Form.
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Abstract:

Birjand city in South Khorasan province is one of the famous areas of carpet weaving, which
is world famous for its elegance, quality and design. Among the prominent designs in the
history of Birjand carpets is the horse head rug, which is rarely woven today. It seems that the
forms used in it, in addition to beauty, are also important from the point of view of symbology
and transfer of the culture and art of the past. The purpose of this research is to investigate
the formal analysis of the structure of the horse head rug as well as the symbols used in this
design, so that in this way a set of design information and the patterns and symbols used can
be obtained. So what are the structures and symbols used in Birjand horse head rug?

This article has been done in an analytical-descriptive way based on documentary studies and
collecting carpet images in the field and using interview tools, observation and photography
of samples of horse head carpets. In addition to introducing the Birjand horse head design in
terms of appearance and motifs, the mentioned research has explained the relationship between
the images used in the horse head design and their symbolic meaning.

The results of this research show that in order to maintain its connection with the past, the
horse head carpet has tried to revive its sublime culture in this time by intelligently using
Achaemenid symbols. In almost all parts of this carpet, we can see the influence of Achaemenid
art, including in the third part of the rug, there are twelve imaginary winged animals facing each
other, which in terms of form and design are very similar to Achaemenid lions. Using these
symbols and signs, the carpet designer and weaver has tried to use ancient Iranian elements to
transmit and preserve the culture of the past in the form of carpet designs.

Keywords: Symbology, Formal Structure, Horse Head Carpet, Birjand.
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Abstract:

Carpet, as one of the most important handicrafts of Afghanistan, is offered in the form of
“handwoven”, “twisted”, “vegetable dye” and “natural fibers” in the world markets. The de-
velopment of carpet exports and the increase of added value in the trade of this sector of Af-
ghan handicrafts, especially during the spread of Covid-19, is based on removing obstacles,
both in the supply chain and the production value chain, and in the dual requirements of global
market supply. The question is, what were the consequences of the outbreak of Covid-19
on the carpet supply chain, as well as the mandatory and optional export requirements, and
in which sectors did it have the greatest impact? This research has been done with the de-
scriptive-analytical method, using library and internet sources and reviewing and analyzing
the last ten years statistics of the Ministry of Industry and Trade of Afghanistan. The current
research shows that the negative consequences of Covid-19 have affected all stages of the
Afghan carpet supply chain, but it can be controlled in two stages, i.e. the stage of production
and communication between incoming traders and weavers, as well as distribution in the do-
mestic market, by observing health protocols and social distance. The spread of Covid-19 on
the mandatory requirements for the entry of goods in the United States, due to the mandatory
acquisition of certificates (CPSA) and in the euro area due to the need to obtain certificates in
Turkey due to the existence of one of the six mandatory items in the EEC Directive, and due
to the legal provisions of the control of goods. In Japan, it was effective and created obstacles
in the process of exporting Afghan carpets to these countries. Also, Covid-19 had little effect
on the mandatory requirements of the United Arab Emirates and on the optional requirements
of the United States, the European Union, Turkey and Japan, but it interfered with the timely
delivery of Afghan carpets at the entry points of the United Arab Emirates.

Keywords: Afghan Handicrafts, Handmade Carpets, Supply Chain, Mandatory and Optional
Requirements of Global Markets.
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Abstract:

Problem statement: Today, cities, such as products, services and events, need to design a visual
urban identity in order to introduce and distinguish themselves from others. The city of Arak
is one of the most prominent industrial cities of Iran and one of the important centers in the
field of economy (industry) of the country, where the owners of various domestic and foreign
industries and businesses constantly visit it, and it is located on the country’s transportation
highway. This city lacks a visual identity and according to these conditions, the basic issue of
this research is the need to create a visual identity for a city with the mentioned characteristics
and to identify factors and components that can be used to design a visual identity.

Purpose: The present research analyzes the components of Arak city and reaching the key
components for use in visual identity design is one of the most important goals of this research.
Research method: In this research, the descriptive-analytical research method and the methods
of reviewing texts, sources and visual documents have been used in the context of library
studies.

Findings: There are components of urban identity (economic components, socio-cultural
components, physical-spatial components and environmental-ecological components), which
we have neglected, these components guide the designer in forming the visual identity of the
city. Paying attention to the index components in visual identity design is one of the findings
of this research.

Conclusion: Based on the findings of this research, while emphasizing the issue that visual
identity design is very necessary for the city of Arak. Among the identity components, the
most significant ones, which are the economic components with an emphasis on the industry
category, should be selected for the design of the visual identity of Arak city, and next to it,
social and cultural components (with an emphasis on celebrities such as Amir Kabir or an
emphasis on the city’s culture and art category) Or use physical and spatial components (with
emphasis on traditional and historical buildings such as Arak Bazaar, four-season bath, etc.)
for more attractiveness in pattern and color. It is possible to create a visual identity for this city
by addressing these components.

Keywords: Identity, Urban Identity, Visual Identity, Arak.
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