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Abstract

One of the relatively important and well-known products of Iran in the Islamic era is various
glass containers and works. Due to the relatively easy availability of raw materials and
uncomplicated manufacturing conditions, glass has been one of the common but not very
expensive products of Iran during this period. Based on this, it can be seen that in this land,
these works were mainly built with the purpose of practical use and not as a luxury and
ornamental aspect. The thing about these containers is the little and limited knowledge about
their production centers; Except for a few known centers, there is not much knowledge about
other production centers of these works. Based on this, the questions are always raised
whether the land of Iran was one of the main centers of glass production in different Islamic
periods or not? And in which centers, what kind of products and with what scale or volume?
According to these questions, the main goals of the current research included the
investigation and identification of different production centers of glass containers in Iran in
the Islamic era, as well as the approximate knowledge of the possible types and volume of
productions of these centers. According to these goals, the current research method is
descriptive-analytical and the method of collecting information is mainly based on library
sources. As a result of this research, it was found that glass containers were produced during
different Islamic centuries and in many centers. But in the meantime, centers such as
Nishapur, Jurjan and Sirjan were engaged in the production of glass works on a large scale
and with a variety of different forms. However, the production of some centers such as
Ardeshir-Khore and Bishapur has been on a small scale and includes the specialized
production of some containers such as perfumes.
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Abstract

The most important contribution of Muslim potters, the application of luster to a ceramic surface was not
limited to vessels. As early as the ninth century, this costly technique was applied to wall tiles to distinguish
parts of buildings. In the eastern Islamic lands during the medieval era, the use of colored tiles — decorated
with luster but with other techniques as well — increased in complexity and scope. In both religious and
secular buildings, large surface areas came to be sheathed in brilliant ceramic revetments. The use of glazed
ceramics for architectural decoration continued into the early modern era, culminating in the great
monuments of the Safavid and Ottoman Empires. Although the star tiles bear self-contained designs, they
were intended to interlock with cruciform tiles in a grid. Three of the tiles feature inscriptions. The two
large stars, which were probably intended for the interior of a religious shrine, reproduce verses from the
Qur’an in Arabic. The tile with figural imagery bears fragments of poetry in Persian, demonstrating the
revival of Persian as a literary language in the medieval era. Although Mongol conquests initially brought
devastation and affected the balance of artistic production, in a short period of time, the control of most of
Asia by the Mongols, created an environment of tremendous cultural exchange. Following the conversion
to Islam of 1I-Khan Mahmud Ghazan (r. 1295-1304) in 1295 and the establishment of his active cultural
policy in support of his new religion, Islamic art flourished once again. East Asian elements absorbed into
the existing Perso-Islamic repertoire created a new artistic vocabulary, one that was emulated from Anatolia
to India, profoundly affecting artistic production. During the llkhanid period, the decorative arts—textiles,
pottery, metalwork, jewelry, and manuscript illumination and illustration—further developed along
established lines. The arts of the book, however, including illuminated and illustrated manuscripts of
religious and secular texts, became a major focus of artistic production. Baghdad became an important
center once again. In illustration, new ideas and motifs were introduced into the repertoire of the Muslim
artist, including an altered and more Chinese depiction of pictorial space, as well as motifs such as lotuses
and peonies, cloud bands, and dragons and phoenixes. Popular subjects, also sponsored by the court,
included well-known stories such as the Shahnama (Book of Kings), the famous Persian epic. Furthermore,
the widespread use of paper and textiles also enabled new designs to be readily transferred from one
medium to another. Luster tile was the most common and famous technique in tile decoration and among
the luster tiles of llkhanid period (756-654 A.H.) in Iran, varieties of patterns can be found: tiles with plant,
animal and human motifs. Some of these tiles have inscriptions on their edges that help to understand the
image better. Since the number of luster tiles with these characteristics is relatively high, it seems that the
examination of the types of motifs and inscriptions on these tiles is a source for further understanding of the
art and literature of this period. This research seeks to answer the question, what is the relationship between
the designs of the tiles and the inscriptions of the llkhanid luster tiles? The main purpose of this research is
to get a deeper understanding of the luster tiles of the Ilkhanid period and to study the relationship between
the image and its inscriptions. The importance of identifying and introducing the capabilities of Iranian arts
and their role in the history of Iranian art and culture is one of the necessities of this research. The current
research was conducted qualitatively and in a descriptive-analytical way. Collecting library data and
reading images from valid databases. By dividing the motifs of these tiles into plant, animal, and human,
this research investigates the relationship between these motifs and their inscriptions. With this division, a
number of tiles were selected for each category by non-probability sampling method and matched with their
marginal inscriptions. The variety of motifs of these lusters tiles and the presence of inscriptions next to
them doubles the importance of examining the relationship between the motif and the text. This research
comes to the conclusion that the motifs of luster tiles of the Ilkhanid period are in three categories of plant,
animal and human motifs and the text used for each type of these motifs has a different theme related to the
role.

Keywords: Luster Tile, llkhanid, Text and Image, Design, Inscription.
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Abstract

Masjed-e Jame of Varzana has a very important status due to the existence of its many tiling
decorations from the Timurid period in different parts of the building. Including the tiling ornaments
of this building, we can mention the entrance facades, the south porch, the decorations under the arch
between the south porch and the dome chamber, the pulpit and mihrab. among which, its Mosaic Tile
(Mo’araq) mihrab, due to reasons such as the lack of research in relation to the structure (general
shape), designs, motifs, the lack of reading inscriptions (apart from mentioning the date of its
construction) and also the lack of adequate and appropriate visual documentation, has It is very
important. Therefore, the aims of this article are to identify and describe the decorative characteristics
of the tile mihrab, as well as the Analysis - Comparative Study of the structure (general shape) of its
motifs and inscriptions. Therefore, to achieve these Objectives, the questions of this research are as
follows: What decorative characteristics can be listed for the tile mihrab of the mosque? And what are
its comparable examples in terms of structure, motifs and inscriptions in other tiling decorations of the
Timurid era? The research methodology is based on date gathering through field research and
documentary resources. It uses an descriptive-analytical approach to analyze the data obtained from
the case studies. The results of this research show that the mihrab has structural features, including;
The rectangular frame, an vault with a pointed arch, two pendentive and the without Column can be
mentioned. The Thuluth inscription with long and elongated vertical elongations, using the phrase
"Fasikfikhom Allah wa Hu al-Sami al-Aleem", the decorative form of the phrase "Fasikfikhom Allah
wa Hu al-Sami al-Aleem", which consists of connecting curved and arched lines and creating a
mihrab-like form, are among the features of the inscriptions used in the mihrab. The use of simple
multi-petaled flowers with round petals (Khataei), The use of multiple narrow and wide borders, such
as Khattai motifs, that are repeated periodically, the use of motifs such as intervening frame-like
forms, the border with a frame-like unit, the border consisting of geometric motifs combined with
plant motifs, etc. One of the distinctive features of the mihrab is the motifs, similar examples of which
can be found in other mihrabs and other tiling ornaments of the Timurid era.

Keywords: Masjed-e Jame of Varzana, Tile Mihrab, Mihrab Structure, Plant and Geometric Motifs,
Inscriptions.
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Abstract

The importance of the presence of birds in human life, the use of birds on pottery has been
widely used throughout the history of pottery, which represent symbolic concepts such as
happiness and victory, prosperity, flight, blessing, awakening and fertility. The motif birds in
Agkand type pottery are very important due to the variety of bird species and the observance
of the principles of visual arts. Agkand pottery is one of the most significant examples of
incised pottery from the 3rd to the 8th century AH, characterized by large animal motifs in
the center and plant motifs in the background, decorated with lead glazes in yellow, green,
and brown colors. The purpose of the research is to study of bird motif from the perspective
of composition, pattern and color in the Agkand pottery. This study aims to answer two
guestions: What are the pictorial characteristics of Aghkand type pottery in the analysis of
motif birds? What form, shape and color patterns does the bird motif in Agkand type pottery
have that differentiates this group from other pottery? The research method is descriptive-
analytical, and the information was gathered through library research and reliable internet
sources. The statistical population of the study includes 21 pieces of Agkand pottery from
the 5th and 6th centuries AH, which are decorated. The findings of the research indicate that
the birds are drawn in a simple and plant and geometric motifs have had an important effect
on the composition, form and patterning of these birds. Also, repeating patterns in the way
of drawing a bird motif, such as the angle of the face, the plant motifs in the middle of the
bird's body, the direction of the bird's head and body and moving legs, the use of variety of
lines, are visual features.

Keywords: Bird Motif, Agkand Type Pottery, Carved Pottery, Sgraffito Pottery.
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Abstract

The Maragheh llkhanid Museum is one of the specialized pottery museums in Iran. The
pottery housed in this museum was not unearthed in Maragheh itself but was collected from
various parts of northwestern Iran. Despite the lack of precise information regarding the
exact locations and contexts of these pottery finds, the variety and quantity of pottery
preserved in this museum surpass the excavation data of dozens of rich Islamic sites. One of
the unique features of this museum is the presence of various pottery techniques from the
Ilkhanid period (15th-16th centuries). Introducing these techniques in the form of an
academic article can provide valuable resources for researchers. In this study, we have
attempted to classify the pottery of this museum through field and library research and to
describe the characteristics of each type. The key questions addressed in this article are as
follows:

1. What types of decorative technologies were used on the pottery in the Maragheh
Museum?
2. How many typological categories can be identified?

Based on our study, it was determined that all the pottery in this museum belongs to the
llkhanid period and is decorated using the techniques of sgraffito (scratching under the
glaze), underglaze painting (Ghalam Meshki and Sultanabad), and over glaze painting
(Golden Paste and Mina’i). Kashan-style pottery, which originated in the Seljuk period, is
also among the most common types. Additionally, unglazed pottery produced using the mold
technique is considered one of the most prevalent types. Through this study, the Ilkhanid
pottery collection of the Maragheh Museum was classified into eleven distinct types,
encompassing all the common pottery styles of the llkhanid period.

Keywords: Maragheh Museum, llkhanid Era, Sgraffito, Painted Under the Glaze, Painted on
the Glaze.
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Abstract

Graffiti were present in the social space in the form of walling protest in social events or
each kind of impersonation of identity notification and protest in public, Graffiti is similar to
graphic in terms of communicating with the audience. Different media and people
transmitting messages to people. Modern graffiti first appeared in New York City in the late
1960s and since then it has become more and more popular. Graffiti and street art embody
cultural significance through its individualistic nature, though its ability to beautify and
enhance public spaces, and through its highly visible way of speaking out on political, social
and economic issues, because it so clearly represents an artistic subculture with a message
seen by some elements of the public and the art establishment as important. Ernesto Laclau
and Chantal Mouffe's theory has great potential in explaining social and political
phenomena. In the form of critical discourse, we try in this paper to describe the government
discourse with the graffiti discourse of New York in the 1970s and 1980s. Thus, we study
graffiti from the perspective of a protest phenomenon. Our goal is to demonstrate the
importance of graffiti protest expression by keeping in mind that graffiti has now turned into
a highly popular and universal area and seems to be very different in terms of expression
from New York. The data were collected by the documentary method using written sources
as well as reputable sites of taggers. The results indicated that in the 1970s and 1980s in
New York, the graffiti discourse with the central symbol of declaring identity and protest had
opposed to the government's discourse with the central signifier of security. Hence, by
highlighting the issue of creating security and protecting public property, the government
focused on marginalizing and fighting the taggers (graffiti artists).
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